
EV Charging & Parking Management 

Briefing Note for Leighton Linslade Town Council 

 

Central Bedfordshire Council are working to bring forward the necessary infrastructure for electric 

vehicle (EV) charging provision and this is supported by the Council’s Sustainability Plan and the 

Electric Vehicle Charge Point Plan, both adopted in 2020 and 2021 respectively. 

As part of this work, the Council has been gathering information to inform decision making and build 

evidence to support the rollout of this infrastructure. Part of this was our call to Town & Parish 

Councils in August/September 2021 to get information on potential sites to host this provision, of 

which Leighton Linslade Town Council fed into. Several sites were put forward, including the 

Memorial Park Car Park, which is the subject of this briefing note and the Council’s subsequent 

proposal, and the Brook Street Car Park. 

In January 2022, the Council appointed BP Pulse as our Charge Point Operator to help rollout 

charging points across Central Bedfordshire. Part of their remit is to work with CBC to assess all of 

the sites that we had gathered in our initial scoping of potential locations and find workable sites to 

put forward for Government funding through the On-Street Residential Charge Point Scheme 

(ORCS). There are multiple factors to be taken into consideration when assessing whether a site can 

be progressed, these include land ownership (either CBC or T&PC land), cost/ability to connect to 

the electricity grid, available capacity on the grid, 24/7 access to the site for resident use, expected 

usage/demand etc. 

To date, around 200 sites have been assessed both by CBC and BP Pulse, including CBC land and 

opportunities on Town & Parish Council land. The initial filtering of those sites led to 35 sites being 

deemed as suitable and were included in the Council’s draft application for the ORCS funding in 

March 2022. The inclusion of these sites was subject to the need for more detailed costings from BP 

Pulse on the installation and UK Power Networks on the cost to connect to the grid before we could 

be sure which sites could go forward in the final bid application. We have since received these 

costings and due to the prohibitive cost of connecting to the electricity grid in some locations, this 

list has been reduced down to 12 sites. The Linslade Memorial Playing Fields Car Park and the Brook 

Street Car Park have been included as part of these 12 sites as being deliverable and so the Council is 

hopeful that provision can be delivered in these locations to cater for current and future demand 

from residents. 

The purpose of delivering these charge points through the ORCS fund is so they are available for 

local residents to use. Our justification for taking sites forward is a balance of progressing sites that 

are currently deliverable, but also using evidence we have gathered. This includes mapping which 

properties in Leighton Linslade do not have access to off-street parking and so would be more reliant 

on local charging hubs like those proposed, but also through our online register of interest for 

electric vehicle charging provision. The siting of charge points at these locations in Leighton Linslade 

would also be within a 5–10-minute walking distance for a large section of residents in the town, 

part of the criteria that needs to be met with regards to obtaining the funding. 

The proposal for all sites being taken forward is for the installation of 4 dual socket charging posts, 

each providing the ability to charge 2 vehicles. This would mean using 8 bays in each Car Park for EV 

provision. We are conscious that this may seem like a lot of general parking provision to be changed 

to EV bays and so are proposing that only 4 of the 8 bays would be ‘EV only’ if required, leaving the 
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remaining 4 to be used as general parking as is the case now. Unfortunately, we are unable to 

propose reducing the number of charge points/bays as this would make the sites unviable for BP 

Pulse and their investment. Without the proposed level of provision being agreed, we will not be 

able to progress the installation of charging points on the Linslade Memorial Playing Fields Car Park 

at this point in time. However, this level of provision does mean that coverage in the town will be 

somewhat future-proofed as EV ownership continues to grow and usage increases and does provide 

the town with the opportunity of being one of the first locations to receive this investment and 

infrastructure. 

Our current priority is to work with the Town Council to seek approval for this provision to be made 

on Town Council land at the Linslade Memorial Playing Fields Car Park and to agree a way forward 

for the introduction of parking management on the site. Government grant funding has been 

secured on both proposed sites and the Council has drafted a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for the 

introduction of EVCP bays and general parking management on the site. 

The items that need to be discussed and resolved are: 

• Supporting CBC going out to consultation on a TRO that applies controls on the Linslade 

Memorial Playing Fields Car Park 

• Specifying the controls to be applied as part of the TRO – time limit, restrictions, days of 

enforcement 

• Supporting the installation of 4 EVCPs in the Linslade Memorial Playing Fields Car Park on 

Town Council land to provide a local charging hub for resident use 

• Decide whether to dedicate all 8 bays as ‘EV Only’, or just 4 bays initially (the remaining bays 

will have charge points installed but will be available to all car park users. The TRO can be 

amended in the future to dedicate all 8 bays as ‘EV Only’ when sufficient demand exists 

• Continue to allow car park access overnight as the EVCPs need to be available 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week for resident charging access 

• LLTC funding the purchase of the two ticket machines at a cost of £5,800 

• Agree on an appropriate strategy for permits and their management by LLTC for users of the 

Bowls Club and Tennis Club 

Appended to this Briefing Note are a series of maps/plans to show the proposed locations and 

relevant evidence to support the grant funding bid and TRO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 



  



 

 


